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Overview 
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• Background on Washington law 

• State planning process 

• Data viewing tool 

• State MSP and the Sanctuary 

 



Background 
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According to RCW 43.372, Marine Planning Law – 

 

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) is a public process of 
analyzing and allocating  the spatial and temporal distribution 
of human activities in marine environments to achieve 
ecological,  economic, and social objectives. 

 

• Coordinating decisions – NON-regulatory 

• Uses spatial data – often displayed as maps 

• Proactive 

• Multi-use 



Background 
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The department will work with the marine interagency team, tribes, and 
the Washington state marine resource committee to develop a spending 
plan 
  
consistent with the priorities in chapter 252, Laws of 2012,  
 
for conducting ecosystem assessments and mapping activities related to 
marine resources use and potential economic development,  
 
developing marine management plans for the state's coastal waters, and  
 
otherwise aiding in the implementation of marine planning in the state.  
 
As appropriate, the team shall develop a competitive process for projects 
to be funded by the department in fiscal year 2013. 



The State Planning Process 
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Spring 
2012 

Autumn 
2012 

Spring 
2013 

Governor signed SSB 6263, 
which made changes to the 
existing  RCW 43.372. The 
legislature  transferred $2.1 
million into the Marine 
Resource Stewardship Acc’t.  

The State met 
with the WCMAC, 
MRCs, and tribal 
staff to discuss 
projects and 
approve a draft 
project list. 

The DNR executed 
marine spatial planning 
project contracts. 

The State submitted 
a marine spatial 
planning report to 
the legislature. 

Ongoing stakeholder 
outreach and  Spring 
2013 workshops 

• All projects completed by July 1, 
2013.  

• Governor signed SSB 5603, 
creating new advisory council 

• Legislature appropriated $3.7m 
for FY14-15 



The State Planning Process 
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Stage 1: 
Pre-Planning 

(June 2013) 

• Define the plan 
area. 

• Map uses & 
resources 

• Identify criteria 
for adoption into 
WA CZMP.  

• Define 
management 
goals & 
objectives. 

 

Stage 3: 
Developing 
the Plan 

(July 2014-
June 2015) 

 

Stage 2: 
Understanding 
Impacts 

(July 2013-
June 2014) 

 

Stage 4: 
Finalizing the 
Plan 

(July 2015-
Dec. 2016) 

 
• Sector Analyses: 
Understand requirement 
of each use & predict 
future uses/needs 
• Ecosystem 

Assessment: 
1) Identify outside 

impacts 
2) Indicator 

development 
3) Evaluate status and 

risks 
• Conflict Assessment: 
Identify conflicts and 
compatibilities 

• Select Management 
Strategies 

• Evaluate 
Management 
Strategies 

• Develop spatial plan 

• Develop 
implementation 
plan 

• Finalize ecosystem 
indicators (Set 
Targets?) 

• Develop Research 
Agenda? 

• Submit WA 
MSP to NOAA 

• Implement, 
Evaluate , and 
Adapt MSP 
(ongoing) 

Stakeholder involvement, tribal consultation, government coordination 

and public input throughout process 



The State Planning Process: 
Scoping 
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Feedback about the goals, 
objectives, boundaries and other 
issues that should be assessed 
under a non project EIS for the 
coast.  
 
The EIS will evaluate the 
alternatives and potential significant 
adverse impacts associated with 
developing the marine spatial plan.  
 
The public comment period is 
open until 5 p.m. Monday, Sept. 
23.  
 
Information on the scoping process 
can be found at 
www.msp.wa.gov/news 
 

http://www.msp.wa.gov/news


The State Planning Process: 
Scoping 
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State MSP and the Sanctuary 
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Insert screenshots 

 



State MSP and the Sanctuary 
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Insert screenshots 

 



State MSP and the Sanctuary 
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Insert screenshots 

 Mapping tribal areas 
and marine catch data 

Marine economic 
baseline for the coast 

Bathymetric, sediment 
characterization, and 
topographic surveys 

Mapping and modeling 
coastal oceanographic 
trends 

Mapping and modeling 
coastal oceanographic 
trends 

Data evaluation and 
Seafloor mapping 
strategy 

Ecosystem indicators 
and conceptual model 
for the coast 



The data viewing tool 
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Insert screenshots 

 



The data viewing tool 
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The data viewing tool 

15 



The data viewing tool 
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The data viewing tool 
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The data viewing tool 
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Questions? 

CONTACT 
 

Katrina Lassiter 
Washington State Department  

of Natural Resources  
Ocean policy analyst 

360-902-1013 
Katrina.Lassiter@dnr.wa.gov 

 
Jennifer Hennessey 

Washington State Department of Ecology 
 MSP lead coordinator 

360-407-6595 
Jennifer.hennessey@ecy.wa.gov 
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